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Approximate 
age

Description 
of expressive 
development

Examples

Nine months Babble

Early tries at words

‘dada’

18 months More common 
words

Sometimes puts two 
words together such 
as ‘All gone’ or  
‘bye-bye’

‘all gone’

Two years Knows up to 200 
words

Puts two and three 
words together in 
short sentences

Uses up to 50 words

‘Me go 
home’

Two and a 
half years

Puts three and four 
word sentences 
together. 

Uses different sorts 
of words.

Starts to use 
‘question’ words

‘What’s that 
there’

‘me go in 
there’
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Three years Links more than four 
words together

Starts to use ‘and’ to 
link ideas

Starts to use ‘I’, ‘he’, 
‘she’ words and 
multiple words like 
‘cats’, ‘balls’

‘I want juice 
and sweets’

Three and a 
half years

Links ideas together 
using ‘cos’ (because)

Asks more difficult 
questions using 
‘why’ and ‘how’

‘I put wellies 
on ‘cos it’s 
raining’

Four years Uses talking for 
many reasons 

Can re-tell favourite 
stories

Can play make-
believe games

‘You be the 
mum and I’ll 
be the baby’

Four and a 
half years

Can tell others about 
what is happening

‘You be the 
mum and I’ll 
be the baby’
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