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Important information for all staff

stop press

Working together to achieve the healthiest 
life possible for everyone in Ayrshire and Arran

Our purpose

5 February 2015

Review of 
chemotherapy services 
The purpose of this stop press is to let you know about the review of 
chemotherapy services, and to encourage you to get involved. 

Background

There are around 8,500 people living with 
cancer in Ayrshire and Arran.  These people 
are cared for by local cancer services in 
hospital and in the community.  

The chemotherapy units at University 
Hospitals Ayr and Crosshouse carry out 
around 180 chemotherapy treatments each 
week. However, as the incidence of cancer is 
expected to rise by 1.4 per cent each year, we 
anticipate that the number of chemotherapy 
treatments will significantly increase in the 
future.

Why do we need to review this service?

As we expect to carry out more treatments 
in the future and help more people to use 
outpatient and day chemotherapy services 
rather than inpatient services, we are now 
looking at how we can redesign our current 
services to meet the needs of patients living 
with cancer into the future.

How will we do it?

NHS Ayrshire & Arran plan to speak to as 
many cancer patients, their families, carers, 
cancer services staff, other services that work 
with the cancer service, and members of 
the public as possible.  This will allow us to 
explore how well our current services meet 
their needs and identify ways we could do 
things differently to better meet those needs 
in the future.

We will then use this information to help 
us identify some possible options for 
improvement to the service that will be used 
for an option appraisal process.

What is an option appraisal?

An option appraisal is a process that is 
often used when considering a new way to 
provide services. Option appraisals allow us 
to consider a wide number of views and also 
allow us to create as robust an assessment of 
options as possible. 
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Option appraisals look at all the ways in 
which a service could be provided and the 
most promising options are then assessed by 
comparing their benefits, risks and costs. The 
aim is to develop the best possible model (a 
‘preferred option) for the service within the 
resources available.

Who takes part in the option appraisal?

We will form a group to take part in the 
option appraisal. This will include a range of 
clinicians (doctors, nurses and allied health 
professionals), managers, support service 
staff, representatives from other services that 
work with the chemotherapy service, patients, 
family members, carers and other members of 
the public.

When will you decide a preferred option 
for change?

We aim to have carried out the option 
appraisal process and selected a preferred 
option by the end of autumn 2015.

Following this, there will be a period of 
working on the design of a new service 
model. Once this is complete, Ayrshire and 
Arran NHS Board will decide if the model 
should go to the next stage.

If the new service model is accepted there will 
be a period of consultation with both cancer 
services staff and the public before the service 
model is taken forward. 

How can I find out more or get involved?

Find out more or provide your views in one of 
the following ways:

online:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
ChemoRev2015.

email:
Jennifer.Logan@aapct.scot.nhs.uk

telephone:
01563 826025

post:  
c/o Jennifer Logan
Cancer Services
13 Lister Street
Crosshouse Hospital
Kilmarnock, KA2 0BE

Tell us what you think... If you would like to comment on any issues raised by this Stop Press, 
please email comms@aaaht.scot.nhs.uk or write to the Communications Department, 28 Lister Street. If 
you provide your contact details, we will acknowledge your comments and pass them to the appropriate 
departments for a response.

Name and department (optional)

Comments


