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Prestigious national surgical examination hosted at  
University Hospital Crosshouse  

 
 

More than 100 senior surgical trainees from all over the UK and Ireland came 

together at University Hospital Crosshouse on Thursday 25 May 2017 to complete 

their specialist examinations. They were accompanied by 60 senior UK and Irish 

Consultants who acted as examiners and examiner assessors. 

 

University Hospital Crosshouse was chosen as the prestigious centre to host the 

most recent Intercollegiate Specialty Board Examination in General Surgery. This 

examination is administered by The Joint Committee on Intercollegiate Examinations 

(JCIE) which is accountable to the four surgical Royal Colleges of Great Britain and 

Ireland.  Success in the examination, which is taken in the final two years of higher 

surgical training, forms part of the essential criteria for the award of a Certificate of 

Completion of Training (CCT) and entry to the Specialist Register. 

 

In addition to being host examiner for the May exam, NHS Ayrshire & Arran’s 

Consultant Surgeon, Mr John R McGregor is Chair of the Intercollegiate Specialty 

Board for General Surgery. He said: “I am delighted that NHS Ayrshire & Arran, and 

in particular University Hospital Crosshouse, was selected to host these exams.  

 

“University Hospital Crosshouse is one of the smallest hospitals to have hosted this 

exam and it is testament to the regard in which our Health Board and clinical facilities 

are held nationwide.  The venue for the clinical section of the exam was the 

Outpatient Suite and visiting examiners and JCIE Secretariat were full of praise for 

the quality of the facilities and for the commitment of all our staff. 

 

“I would like to thank Ayrshire and Arran NHS Board for agreeing to host these 

examinations, all staff at University Hospital Crosshouse for facilitating the visit and 
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for their considerable help on the day, and the 75 volunteer patients who gave freely 

of their time for what was a long examination day.” 

 
ends 

 

 

Members of nursing staff at University Hospital Crosshouse Outpatients department 

who acted as chaperones on the day. 
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University Hospital Crosshouse trainees who acted as co-ordinators on the day. 

Front row, second from left, Jane McMinigal, General Manager for Surgical Services, 

Mr John R McGregor, Consultant and Consultant colleague Chris Ray. 
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