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Woodland View design is best in Europe 

Woodland View at Ayrshire Central Hospital in Irvine is now a multi-award winning 

building after it won the ‘Best Mental Health Design’ category at the European 

Healthcare Design (EHD) awards 2017.  

The EHD awards, which celebrate and recognise professional excellence in the 

design of healthcare environments both in Europe and around the world, were held 

at the Royal College of Physicians, London. 

Woodland View collected the ‘Mental Health Design’ award after beating five other 

entries, the shortlisting included: Clinic Psychiatry Radboudumc in Nijmegen, 

Netherlands, and Mitford Adult Autism Unit, in Tyne and Wear, Newcastle. This 

award follows a previous success when Woodland View won Building Better 

Healthcare: Best Mental Health Development Award in 2016. 

John Wright, Director for Corporate Support Services - NHS Ayrshire & Arran, 

commented: “We are absolutely delighted that Woodland View has been recognised 

with this prestigious award. 

“Thanks to the commitment and vision of our staff and construction and design 

partners, we have ensured that Woodland View is truly a first class building fit for the 

future which will provide care for the people of Ayrshire and Arran for generations to 

come. 

“Our aim throughout the entire design and building process was to provide a 

therapeutic and healing environment where not only patients but visitors, staff and 

the local community could enjoy their surroundings. And we truly believe that 

Woodland View has delivered on this aim.” 
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The £46million mental health and community facility in Irvine opened its doors to 

patients in May 2016 after a 20-month construction period. It provides 206 single en-

suite bedrooms and is focused on delivering inpatient and outpatient mental health 

services for adults, including: rehabilitation, continuing care, addictions, and 

intensive psychiatric care. It also provides inpatient care for older people and those 

with complex needs.  

Woodland View is predominantly single storey, with only the Sanctuary Chaplaincy 

area and some outpatient clinics and meeting rooms on the first level. Each ward 

has its own external landscaped courtyard which allows patients, visitors and staff to 

enjoy the outdoors. 

 

Architects, IBI Group Studio Principal, Emma White said: “We are delighted that 

Woodland View has received yet another award to highlight its successful design. 

The design supports the service user journey to recovery; building confidence, 

offering choice and paving the way for their transition home and into the community.” 

Hector Macaulay, Balfour Beatty’s Regional Managing Director for Scotland, said: 

“It’s great to see that Woodland View has been so widely recognised for its 

innovative approach to healthcare design. 

“Alongside NHS Ayrshire & Arran and architect partners, IBI Studio, we have 

developed a facility that not only allows for the best possible caring environment for 

both inpatients and outpatients, but delivers a calming atmosphere for visitors and 

staff alike.” 
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The impressive main entrance to Woodland View 

 

The team behind Woodland View which brought the building from concept to successful 
completion in 2016. 
Left to right: Karen Turner, Clinical Services Co-ordinator; Linda Boyd, Programme Manager; 
Vikki Julyan; Administration Assistant; Elaine Steel, Clinical Facilities Co-ordinator;  
John Scott, Programme Director; Elaine McClure, Programme Office Manager; Gerard Flynn, 
Contracts Manager; and Iain Fairley, Technical Manager 
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Receiving the award: Mario Bozzo, IBI Group Director and Alice Liang from Montgomery 
Sisam. 

 

The stunning reception and cafe area of Woodland View which has been deemed the best 
design in Europe.  

Notes to editors: 

About IBI Group 

IBI Group is a global team of dedicated and experienced architects, engineers, planners, designers, 
and technology professionals who share a common desire – to help our clients create liveable, 
sustainable, and advanced urban environments. Since our founding in 1974, IBI Group has grown to 
employ more than 2400 professional staff based in 66 offices located around the world. At IBI, we’re 
defining the cities of tomorrow. 

In partnership with 
 
 



 
 
 

Media information  
For immediate use 
 
Studios in the UK and Ireland include: London, Cardiff, Brighton, Rochdale, Handforth, Liverpool, 
Glasgow, Newark, Birmingham and Dublin. 
Website: www.ibigroup.com      

About Balfour Beatty: 

• Balfour Beatty (www.balfourbeatty.com) is a leading international infrastructure group. With 
30,000 employees, we provide innovative and efficient infrastructure that underpins our daily 
lives, supports communities and enables economic growth. We finance, develop, build and 
maintain complex infrastructure such as transportation, power and utility systems, social and 
commercial buildings. 

• Our main geographies are the UK, US and South East Asia. Over the last 100 years we have 
created iconic buildings and infrastructure all over the world including the London Olympics’ 
Aquatic Centre, Hong Kong’s first Zero Carbon building, the National Museum of the Marine 
Corps in the US and the Channel Tunnel Rail Link. 
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