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Keeping University Hospital Crosshouse litter-free 

 

East Ayrshire Council’s Corporate Enforcement Unit (CEU) teamed up with Fresh Air-

shire, NHS Ayrshire & Arran’s smoking cessation service, this week to raise awareness of 

smoking-related litter issues at University Hospital Crosshouse.  

 

CEU Officers visited University Hospital Crosshouse on Tuesday 20 June as part of the 

national ‘smoking-related litter’ day. Officers, together with Fresh Air-shire staff, spoke with 

visitors, staff and patients about the problems associated with dropping smoking-related 

litter.  

 

Since NHS Ayrshire & Arran’s sites went smoke-free at the end of March 2015, more 

people are leaving the grounds of the hospitals to smoke. Since then, more litter, including 

empty paper cups, cans, wrappers, and cigarette butts, is being dropped at the boundary 

to the hospital. 

 

Elaine Young, Assistant Director for Public Health, explains: “We are extremely grateful to 

those people who are adhering to our policy and leaving our grounds when they wish to 

smoke. However, some people do continue to smoke at the doors of our hospitals and this 

is causing distress for visitors and patients who are being exposed to second-hand 

smoke. We would re-iterate again that our buildings and grounds are smoke-free and ask 

that those who are visiting our hospitals comply with our policy. 

 

 In addition, we would ask that if people have litter, they keep it with them until they find a 

bin to dispose of it.” 

 

Dropping litter is an offence. If someone is witnessed doing this by an authorised Council 

Officer or Police Officer, they could be issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice for £80, which 

would be required to be paid within fourteen days. 
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Councillor Jim McMahon, Cabinet Member for Older People and Community Safety said: 

“East Ayrshire Council is delighted to support NHS Ayrshire & Arran’s Fresh Air-shire 

team and their aim to make the hospital a smoke and litter free zone.  

 

“The Corporate Enforcement Unit was on hand to support the team at the awareness 

raising day and to provide guidance to patients and visitors smoking at the boundary to 

the hospital.  

 

“Dropping litter, and that includes cigarette ends, is a crime. The Council takes 

environmental crime very seriously and will fine those caught littering. We don’t want to 

fine people, what we want is for people to put their rubbish in a bin. Until that happens we 

will continue to carry out enforcement activity and fine those caught breaking the law.” 

 

Ends 

 

Date of release: Monday 26 June 2017  

 
Karon Maxwell, Fresh Air-shire smoking cessation officer and Michael Richards from East 
Ayrshire Council’s Corporate Enforcement Unit (CEU) spoken with patients, staff and 
visitors at University hospital Crosshouse to reinforce the smoke-free grounds policy and 
litter laws.  
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www.nhsaaa.net  
 

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/nhsaaa  
Follow us on Twitter @NHSaaa  
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