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Statement by Dr Joy Tomlinson  
Interim Director of Public Health  

 
NHS Ayrshire & Arran’s Public Health Public Health Department can take 

appropriate actions whenever there are reasonable grounds to suspect that there is 

a significant risk to public health.  

 

In response to concerns raised by a very small number of residents, the Public 

Health department investigated concerns that infrasound generated by wind turbines 

causes harm to human health.  

 

Following this investigation, we concluded that there is no good published scientific 

evidence that wind turbines, and associated infrasound, cause disease or adverse 

health effects in humans. Research literature suggests that a small proportion of the 

population may be more sensitive to infrasound, and that this can cause annoyance. 

However, there is no good evidence that this is a direct cause of ill-health. 

 

No additional submission was made to North Ayrshire Council’s planning committee. 

Information gathered by residents about their health was provided to the planning 

committee officials by Hazel Henderson, Consultant in Public Health, in advance of 

the planning meeting as agreed with the Chair of the Community Council. No 

additional statement was made on behalf of NHS Ayrshire & Arran. All new 

information has been considered carefully, and in the balance of evidence, the 

conclusions of the original health risk assessment did not change. 

 
We have issued recommendations that any residents who have significant and 

ongoing concerns about their health seek medical attention. There are many 
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different causes of dizziness and if symptoms are severe or ongoing, people should 

seek further medical assessment from their GP. 

 

We have not altered our position with regard to the interpretation of GP data. The 

purpose of our analysis of the GP data was to establish whether there had been an 

increase in the number of residents experiencing symptoms of dizziness, severe 

enough to warrant GP consultation. Our analysis did not show any increase in 

dizziness reported to a GP among the local population, coinciding with the operation 

of the wind turbines.  

 
A summary of our review and subsequent findings is available to members of the 
public who can find it at www.nhsaaa.net and choose Public Health from the 
Services A-Z tab.  
 
http://www.nhsaaa.net/media/481574/20170523turbinepubdoc.pdf  
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