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Healthcare Improvement Scotland 

Adverse Events Management Review – Ayrshire Maternity Unit 

Statement by John Burns, Chief Executive 

 

NHS Ayrshire & Arran would like to offer our sympathy to those families involved in 
this review as we recognise how difficult it must be for them to revisit painful and 
distressing memories. 

NHS Ayrshire & Aran has fully cooperated with Healthcare Improvement Scotland 
(HIS) during their review of systems and processes within our maternity services 
and, once the report is published, we will publish our improvement plan / learning 
note based on the published recommendations.  

NHS Ayrshire & Arran recognises the importance of engaging with families and we 
regret if families did not feel that they received the information or support they would 
have expected from us. Part of the review conducted by Healthcare Improvement 
Scotland invited families to make contact if they wished to share their experiences.  
Five of the families that came forward indicated that they would want to meet with 
the Board and we have made contact with those families. 

NHS Ayrshire & Arran has a commitment to continuous improvement, and within the 
Ayrshire Maternity Unit, the maternity team has:  

 fully participated in the National Maternity Improvement Collaborative since 
October 2012 showing sustained improvement across a suite of improvement 
measures - for example, a reduction in severe postpartum haemorrhage, 
carbon monoxide monitoring offered at booking appointments, smoking 
cessation services offered, and sepsis six compliance;  

 seen a 50 per cent reduction in still births since 2013; 
 participated in improvement work in relation to reduced foetal movements 

including participation in the AFFIRM* study; and  
 participated in ‘Each Baby Counts’ and MBBRACE*.  

We have also invested in maternity staffing: 
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 Clinical Risk Manager (Midwife) 
 Additional Consultant post 
 £1,000,000 investment in midwifery and nursing posts 

We have recently reviewed our Adverse Event Review policy and will take account of 
the recommendations in the final Healthcare Improvement Scotland report.   

 

Ends 

 

Date of release:  Monday 12 June 2017  

 

Notes to editors:  

* AFFIRM study: Awareness of Fetal movements and Focussing Interventions Reduce 
fetal Mortality 

* MBBRACE: Mothers and Babies: Reducing Risk through Audits and Confidential 
Enquiries 

 

Website:  www.nhsaaa.net  
 
Find us on Facebook at  www.facebook.com/nhsaaa  
Follow us on Twitter @NHSaaa 

 
 


