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Call for nominations for the 2017 WellChild Awards 

National children’s charity, WellChild has opened nominations for the 2017 WellChild 

Awards, in association with GSK. This prestigious annual event celebrates the inspirational 

qualities of the UK’s seriously ill children and young people and the dedication of those who 

go that extra mile to make a real difference to their lives.  

WellChild is calling on local people to put forward their 2017 nominations in all categories for 

the Awards, an event which can make a real impact on the morale of the winners, their 

families and others who provide care and support. 

At last year’s star-studded WellChild Awards ceremony at the Dorchester in London our 

winners had the chance to chat with many of the invited celebrities and supporters of 

WellChild including Royal Patron, Prince Harry. 

Speaking at the 2016 WellChild Awards, Prince Harry said: “This is now my ninth WellChild 

awards and each year at this remarkable event, I am profoundly moved by the people I have 

met and the stories they have shared with me. 

 

“It is one of those moments in life when you are left in awe at the strength of human 

character, particularly amongst those so young. Watching these children and young people 

face challenges with such determination, positivity and good humour, never fails to take my 

breath away.” 

 

The 2016 WellChild Awards ceremony saw children and professionals from across the 

country being awarded for their exceptional bravery and care. WellChild Patron, Prince Harry 

and a host of celebrities attended the event to recognise the courage of children and young 



people with serious illnesses and exceptional health needs. Also honoured at the star–

studded ceremony were dedicated nurses, professionals, volunteers and sibling carers.  

 

All winners and their families met Prince Harry and many of WellChild’s celebrity supporters, 

including Sir Rod Stewart and his wife Penny Lancaster-Stewart, Ashley Banjo and Perri 

Kiely from Diversity, Ollie Locke and Spencer Matthews from Made in Chelsea, TV presenter 

Katie Piper and Olympic gold medal winner Sam Quek. The Awards, in association with 

global healthcare company GSK, were hosted by Dick and Dom and Gaby Roslin. GSK has 

been the sponsor of the WellChild awards for nine years.  

 

 

If you know someone who deserves special recognition then nominate them for the 

WellChild Awards by visiting www.wellchild.org.uk or contacting the charity on 01242 530007 

to request a nomination form. The closing date for all entries is Monday, 1st May 2017. 

There are more children and young people than ever before in the UK living with serious 

illness or exceptional health needs. The WellChild Awards is a great opportunity to honour 

all these children, their families and those that care for them. 

Entries for the 2017 Awards will be judged by an expert panel including children’s health 

researchers, former winners and health professionals. Awards will be handed out at a 

glamorous event in London in Autumn 2017. 

Categories for nominations are as follows: 

 

 Inspirational Child or Young Person – A child or young person between the ages of 

four and eighteen who has kept smiling against all odds in coping with or overcoming 

serious illness, and who deserves to be celebrated for their extraordinary courage.  

 Most Caring Child or Young Person – A special child between the ages of four and 

eighteen who devotes much of their time and energy freely and lovingly to care for a 

friend or sibling who is sick. 

 Nurse – A nurse working with children and young people who goes the extra mile for the 

children and young people in their care. 

 Doctor – A doctor working with children and young people who goes the extra mile for 

the children and young people in their care. 

 Outstanding Professional Award - A professional who has worked above and beyond 

for children and young people in their care. 



 Health Team – A team of doctors, nurses, or other healthcare professionals, who work 

together to make a huge difference to the lives of seriously ill children.   

 

For further information about WellChild’s work, please see www.wellchild.org.uk 
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For further information, please contact: 
Chris Hill – WellChild 
Tel: 01242 530007 
Email: ChrisHill@WellChild.org.uk 
 
Isobel McFarlane – WellChild 
Tel: 07803 906816 
Email: isobelmcfarlane@wellchild.org.uk / isobel.mcfarlane@btconnect.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
ABOUT WELLCHILD – www.wellchild.org.uk 
 
More than 100,000 children and young people are living across the UK with serious illness, or 
exceptional health needs. Many spend months, even years in hospital simply because there is no 
support enabling them to leave. WellChild is the national charity working to give these children and 
young the best possible chance to thrive – at home, together with their families. 
 
 WellChild’s network of WellChild Children’s Nurses provide practical and emotional support to 

children with exceptional health needs and their families, enabling them to leave hospital and be 
cared for at home wherever possible. 

 With the support of teams of volunteers through its Helping Hands programme, WellChild creates 
safe, accessible and sensory home and garden spaces for children and young people living at 
home with exceptional health needs.  

 Through the WellChild Family Tree, families from across the UK can connect, chat and support 
each other online and through face-to-face local groups. The charity also provides dedicated 
support to children with the rare condition Wolfram Syndrome and their families.  

 Through a number of successful campaigns, WellChild ensures that the needs and views of 
families with very sick children are heard by decision makers.   

 
 
ABOUT GSK - www.gsk.com 
 
GSK – one of the world’s leading research-based pharmaceutical and healthcare 
companies – is committed to improving the quality of human life by enabling people 
to do more, feel better and live longer.  
 



GSK has supported the WellChild Awards since 2009 and seen over 140 inspiring 
children and medical professionals recognised for the outstanding contribution they 
make to their local communities, family, friends and patients.  
 
GSK is committed to supporting the strengthening and development of healthcare 
infrastructure globally and, in the UK, particularly recognises the important role of 
healthcare-focused charities, such as WellChild, for the outstanding impact they 
have on the lives of people who rely on their support.  
 
GSK media enquiries: 020 8047 5502. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


